
Assessment in Abacus
We believe good assessment is integrated into teaching and learning and is constantly 
used to diagnose future learning needs. Assessment sits at the heart of the Abacus  
teaching and learning cycle because we know it is integral to ongoing teaching and  
children’s progress.

Click on any of the buttons 
to find out about the  
different types of  
assessment in Abacus.

Remember, because 
Abacus is a service 
it will continue to 
evolve in line with 
the curriculum and 
your feedback!



Diagnostic assessment
Getting it right from the start with Abacus!

Prerequisites for learning are built into 

every piece of teaching. So if your  

children struggle with a specific  

concept, we give suggestions of the 

mathematical building blocks which 

might be impeding their understanding. 

You can choose to use these  

suggestions as assessment tools to 

check children’s understanding of the 

prerequisite concepts.

Abacus has been built upon a robust skills progression 

which outlines what skills your children need to  

acquire and, where feasible, in what order!  

With National Curriculum levels being abolished, 

these progress maps are a great tool.

Should there be a major problem and the whole class is struggling to access a concept then there is also a bank of prerequisite  lessons that you can dip into. 

Have a

closer look
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closer look Next
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Guided activities: There is a guided activity every 
day in Abacus so all children have targeted 

teaching at an appropriate level for them during 
the course of a week and there is an opportunity 
for you to assess their understanding. Each task 
has assessment criteria and outcomes, helping 

you to diagnose problems as you go along. 
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Time cards

10 minutes past 4 10 minutes to 10

Quarter past 2 9 o’clock

5 minutes to 9 25 minutes past 2

20 minutes to 3 10 minutes to 5

Quarter past 7 20 minutes to 4

5 o’clock Half past 8

10 minutes past 5 Quarter to 1

5 minutes past 7 20 minutes past 6

25 minutes to 8 10 minutes to 11

Quarter to 4 Half past 12

Have a

closer look
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Getting it right from the start with Abacus!
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Formative assessment

Textbook and workbook pages: Every textbook and workbook page has an opportunity and prompt for self-assessment based on the  outcomes of the linked lesson.

Next

Learning objectives: Every lesson is 

tied to a step/objective on the Abacus 

skills progression. These are linked to 

the teaching focus, differentiated  

activities and outcomes.

Have a

closer look

Have a
closer look

Have a

closer look

Short-term ‘on-going’ assessment with Abacus
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Assessment questions: Within 

the teaching we include key  

assessment questions so that 

when the whole class teaching 

is taking place, you have access 

to a bank of targeted questions  

designed to reveal children’s  

understanding.

Watch out for:  

We also list things 

that you might need 

to look out for.

Have a
closer look

Formative assessment
Short-term ‘on-going’ assessment with Abacus
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Formative assessment

Back Home

Short-term ‘on-going’ assessment with Abacus

Individual practice games: In Abacus, you can view 

pupil scores from allocated maths practice games 

to help inform your assessment and overall profile 

of a child. In each game, children are auto-assessed 

on the skills practised and a score is generated. 

You are shown the last percentage a child achieves 

on a game attempt and on a further click-through 

you can see an average score across all attempts. 

To pass any level of an individual practice game, 

children need to score 80% or more.

Have a
closer look

Guided activities: The Guided activities 

in every lesson not only enable you to 

diagnose potential problems but also 

form the basis of on-going short-term 

assessment. Assessment questions help 

you to gauge pupil understanding and 

progress and give immediate feedback.

Have a
closer look
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Formative assessment

Pupil profile: In the Abacus teacher toolkit, you 

can keep regular notes of your observations and 

assessments.  The notes are dated and can inform 

parent evening discussions and act as prompts 

for future teaching on similar topics.

Have a
closer look

Medium-term ‘formative’ assessment with Abacus

Weekly Driving tests: Each week, children will 

do an Abacus “driving test”. This is a test of 

the skills children have practised during the 

week, and a certificate is provided at the end.  

The weekly driving tests help you to diagnose 

any shortfall in the building blocks that  

children need for mental and written  

calculation. You can decide whether your  

class has demonstrated skills well enough  

to get a “driving test” certificate. 

Have a

closer look
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Formative assessment
Medium-term ‘formative’ assessment with Abacus

Our half-term Assessment Toolkits 

help you to understand pupil progress 

against the key objectives taught in 

each Abacus half-term and diagnose 

future learning needs 

Back Home

Have a

closer look
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Our Assessment Toolkits from Year 2 onwards contain an Arithmetic test 
and a Problem solving and reasoning test to mirror the government’s 
new approach to end of key stage testing. They allow children to 
practise the skills they have learnt in a more formal environment.

Each test is accompanied by:

•	 Test Information which provides need to know information on each 
test.

•	 A Commentary Chart with information on the Abacus and English 
National Curriculum objectives being assessed, answers to the 
questions, a detailed diagnostic commentary for each question which 
highlights common difficulties, and advice on what to do if a child 
doesn’t grasp a concept.

•	 A Class Achievement Record which lists all of the Abacus and English 
National Curriculum objectives assessed in a grid format so that you 
can record and view class achievement against these objectives.

•	 A Class Overview Sheet for you to record marks and next steps for 
your class.

Summative assessment

Home
For Year 1, our half-term Assessment 
Toolkits contain a Progress Check, 
which teachers can use to inform their 
understanding of pupil attainment. 

Have a
closer look



The government’s reforms in  
assessment and accountability
The new primary curriculum is now statutory for all maintained schools in  
England, and the government has unveiled some key changes regarding 
the future of assessment and accountability.

Key messages

•	 Attainment: The government has set an aspirational target that 85% 
of children will reach a new expected standard (similar to a Level 
4b) by the end of primary school.

•	 Progress: Progress will be measured using an optional baseline  
assessment in Reception.

•	 Schools will need to achieve either the target in progress or in  
attainment. They will be deemed to be below standard only if there 
is poor progress from Reception to the end of Primary AND fewer 
than 85% of children achieve the expected standard.

•	 Schools will be expected to publish information about their pupils’  
progress and attainment on their website to provide a picture of 
school performance.

Next
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•	 It will be up to schools to decide how they track and 
monitor pupil progress and report this information  
to parents. There will be no prescribed system for  
ongoing assessment and reporting.

•	 There will still be statutory national curriculum tests at 
key stages 1 and 2, but they will be more demanding.  
In maths, children will be assessed in arithmetic and 
contextualised and applied mathematics, with an  
emphasis on problem solving and reasoning. 

•	 A precise scaled score will be reported at the end of 
key stages instead of a level. The DRAFT performance 
descriptors for key stage 1 and key stage 2  
statutory teacher assessment have now been  
released. For maths there are four descriptors  
in key stage 1 and one in key stage 2. 

Next

The government’s reforms in  
assessment and accountability

2014/2015 school year
DRAFT Performance descriptors for teacher 
assessment released.

New national curriculum statutory.

Year 2: Outgoing curriculum SATs and Levels.

Year 6: Outgoing curriculum SATs and Levels.

2015/2016 school year
FINAL Performance descriptors for teacher  
assessment published.

EYFS profile no longer compulsory.

Reception: Baseline assessment from approved list.

Year 2 & Year 6: New national curriculum statutory.

Year 2: NEW externally set and internally marked 
end of key stage assessments.

Year 6: NEW externally set and externally marked 
end of key stage assessments.



Back Home

Useful information
Read the government’s full consultation response

View the sample questions, mark schemes and commentaries for 2016 
assessments in full

View the DRAFT Performance descriptors for statutory teacher  
assessment in key stages 1 and 2

Read Ruth Merttens’s analysis on what the sample questions tell us

View the correlation between the NC level descriptors for the outgoing 
National Curriculum, Abacus and the new 2014 National Curriculum  
Attainment Targets.
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